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• Entrepreneurial empowerment specialist 

with backgrounds in development 

consulting and project finance. Advised 

over 1000 entrepreneurs across EMEA 

region.

• Founder of the Vision 2030 Fund, a 

sustainability agenda for Africa

• Private consultancies include 

commodities (trading, mining, supply 

chains and logistics across the UK and 

Central/East Africa), and urban 

infrastructure & technology.

• MSc Globalisation and Development, 

School of Oriental and African Studies, 

London

• Organiser of key summits: MENA 

Innovation 2018 (under patronage of the 

Egyptian Ministry of Information & 

Technology); Vertex Summit 2018 in 

London, the Global Impact Summit 2019 in 
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Sustainable smart cities and their prevalence

Are sustainable smart, cognitive cities objectively desirable?

• Intrinsic benefits: positive externalities, reduction of negatives

• Contentions: how you define impact and how you define readiness

• Should all of the world’s cities undergo this transition?

• Development pathways can be readiness determinants
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Sustainable smart & cognitive innovation in a global context

Types of impact

•Sustainable (environment; emissions, consumption, wastage)

•Social (science, health, education, recreation, rights)

•Financial (fiscal, monetary, economic)

•Developmental (infrastructure, standards of living, mobility)

Why does the world need smart sustainable cities, and is this consistent with 
the impact trends?

Effectiveness, affordability, replicability
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Desirability of smart cities in specific African contexts: Dem. Rep. Congo 

Context

•Sustainable innovations to optimise future developments
•Predictive demand
•Opportunities to do it right, the first time

Smart and cognitive solutions must solve our problems to be of any value 
to us. 

Those who pursue these innovations would serve the planet by 
developing them to be impactful. 


