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About the Global Forum/Shaping the Future

An Annual High-Profile International & Independent Event dedicated to Business, Policy 
and Civil society issues affecting the successful evolution of the Information Society

Sponsored by organizations around the world, interested in sharing and influencing 
global IT agendas, and enabling business and government leaders from all sectors of  
the Information & Media + Broadcast communities to meet and work with suppliers and 
service providers 

From 1992 the Global Forum  brings together more than 300 high level key actors from 
the Information & Communication Society, from all over the world:    

- providing an arena for the exposure of divergent points of views 
- presenting a great opportunity for the participants to develop imaginative solutions in 
partnership with each other during both formal and informal face to face discussions 
and after the Forum by electronic networking

- enabling its participants to keep abreast with the latest developments in technology, 
regulation, markets and applications of communications and broadcast
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Global Forum – Profiles of Attendees

Senior Officials from the European Commission - EU-
25, Europe - United States - South America - Asia-
Pacific - Middle East – Africa - other Governments, 
including Competition Entities and top Regulators
Regional / National / Local Authorities
Representatives from International Organizations, 
including ENISA, ETSI, ICANN, ICC, INTUG, ITU, 
WTO, WSIS...
Fixed & Mobile Service Providers (Telecom, Satellite, 
Broadband, Internet, Wireless, MVNOs …)
Internet pure players - Media players and Broadcasters
Equipment / Software / Content / Information Providers 
Smartcard Manufacturers
Computing Companies - Utilities
Application Editors (e-Business, e-Content, e-
Government, e-Health, e-Learning,…)
Business Users (SME’s, MNCs; Banking, Insurance & 
Finance Analysts…)
R&D Centers and Clusters
Defence Experts – Lawyers - Regulators
Standards Organizations
Non-profit Associations
User Groups and Consumer Advocates
Think Tank Representatives & other Opinion Leaders

Participation per Sector (%)

49%

22%

16%

9%
4%

ICT & Media Companies 

International & National
Governments, Agencies, Non for
Profits  
Local & Regional Governments 

Science & Research
Organisations 

Lawfirms & Consultants 

Participation per World Region (%)

53%

29%

10%

8%

Europe
Americas
Asia – Pacific
Middle East & Africa
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17 Years of Networking

2008 Global Collaborative Convergence User Empowerment in the Global Digital Economy, Athens, Greece (Coming soon)
2007 Global Convergence 2.0, Integration & Innovation, Venice, Italy
2006 Digital Convergence in a FMC Environment, Paris, France
2005 The Broad Convergence – Act II, Brussels, Belgium
2004 The Broad Convergence, Malmö, Sweden
2003 Connecting Businesses & Communities, Rome, Italy
2002 The promise of Broadband Services, Washington, USA
2001 Expanding the Global e-Society, Newcastle, UK
2000 Toward a Global E-Society - Sophia -Antipolis, France
1999 New Satellite and Terrestrial Applications - Sophia-Antipolis, France
1998 Networked communities - French Senate, Paris, France
1997 Smart Communities Forum – Economic Development in a Global Information Society - Sophia-Antipolis, France / Rome, Italy
1996 Smart Communities Forum - US Tour of cities and regions – New York / Washington / San Francisco / Silicon Valley, USA
1995 The Second Europe / Japan Forum on Communications – Kyoto, Japan
1994 Europe / Japan Forum on Cooperation and Competition in Communications – Paris, France
1993 Europe / Unites States Meetings on Cooperation and Competition in the Field of Communications – Rome, Italy
1992 Europe / Unites States Meetings on Cooperation and Competition in Telecommunications – Washington / New York, USA 
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GLOBAL FORUM 2008 – Athens, Greece

COLLABORATIVE CONVERGENCE
Users Empowerment in the Global Digital Economy

Tuesday 21 & Wednesday 22, October 2008
Location : Zappeion Palace

Located in the center of Athens, the Zappeion Palace is surrounded by some of the most important 
buildings in Athens, such as the Parliament building, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier;
the Maximos Palace - the Prime Minister Residence; the Foreign Ministry, and other public 
buildings. Nearby are the National Gardens and, opposite, on the side of the Ardittos Hill, the 
Panathinaic Stadium; Hadrian's Arch and the ancient Temple of the Olympian Zeus.
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Acropolis Zappeion Palace
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Our partners in Greece: 

Hellenic Ministry of Economy and 
Finance, Special Secretary for Digital 
Planning

The City of Athens

INA: The Southeastern Europe 
Telecommunication & Informatics 
Research Institute
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For More Information on
SPONSORSHIPS & REGISTRATION

GLOBAL FORUM / Shaping the Future 2008

Please contact:

Dr. Sylviane Toporkoff, President Global Forum 
stoporkoff@items-int.eu

Mr. Sébastien Lévy, Vice-President Global Forum 
slevy@items-int.eu

Tel:+ 33 (0)1 46 42 48 76 / Fax:+ 33 (0)1 41 08 94 27
www.items-int.com
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