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Enabling the Knowledge Society:

ICT and Innovation
Patrick De Smedt, Chairman, Microsoft EMEA

Microsoft Corporation in 1975

A PC on every desk and in every home



2

Microsoft Today

To help enable people and businesses
to realize their full potential

ICT matters
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Innovation

• 77,000 software developers
• 200,000 resellers
• 25,000 Independent Software 

Vendors

• Vedbaek, Denmark
• Aachen, Germany
• Cambridge, UK
• Dublin, Ireland
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PC Architecture
DOS

Spreadsheets
Word Processors

PC
Mid 80s

Internet
Mid 90s

Applications
Late 80s-Mid 90s

Web Apps
Mid 00s - . . .

Today
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Web Browsers

Protocols: Loosely Coupled

APIs: Tightly Coupled
Mouse
GUI
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Waves Of Innovation
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