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Mr. Shigeki Suzuki, named Director for the International Economic Affairs Division by the Ministry of Public Management, Home Affairs, Posts and Telecommunications, is responsible for promoting dialogue and cooperation on economic issues with the US, Canada, and the EU nations. He has been in his current position since June 2001.

Since he joined the then "Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications" in April 1981, Mr. Suzuki has mainly been involved in administrative issues related to the field of telecommunications.

From 1988 to 1991, Mr. Suzuki worked on policy revision which was completed five years after the privatization of the NTT. He focused on the issue of structural separation of NTT's mobile division (currently NTT DoCoMo) and his efforts to establish conditions for fair competition led to the rapid expansion of mobile communication we presently have. The policy revision also separated NTT's long-distance communications business from its local communications sector and established conditions for interconnection between them.

During the year of 1992, Mr. Suzuki assisted the then Vice Minister Taizo Nakamura and created a variety of proposals to him on broad issues related to telecommunications.

Between 1993 and 1996, he was First Secretary and Communications Attaché for the Permanent Mission of Japan to the European Community. He attended trade negotiations between Japan and the European Commission. He also examined and analyzed the status of liberalization of telecommunications and postal services in the EU nations. He shared with the European Commission and the industry in Europe the experience and information of Japan where the telecommunications field has been completely liberalized since 1985.

Mr. Suzuki served as Senior Advisor on the Radio Law from 1996 to 1998 and drafted an amendment to the Law for drastic simplification of licensing and inspection of mobile handsets including cell phones. The draft amendment later passed the Diet.

He co-authored a book titled "Current Status and Issues Related to Telecommunications Accounting" published by Nihon Keizai Shimbun, Inc. He also contributes many articles to magazines. He is a member of the Japan Society of Information and Communication Research.

Mr. Suzuki was born in Yokosuka city, Kanagawa (south of Tokyo) on May 1, 1956. He majored in economics with emphasis on agriculture at the University of Tokyo. He is married. He enjoys driving a car in mountainous and seashore areas, skiing, and playing tennis. He likes watching Kabuki and operas.
