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Patricia Cooper joined the U.S. Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in March 2002 as Chief of the International Bureau’s Regional and Industry Analysis Branch.  The International Bureau coordinates the FCC’s international outreach, and serves as the focal point for the FCC’s regulation of international telecommunication services (including the licensing of international and domestic submarine cable and satellite networks).   Ms. Cooper’s Branch is responsible for managing the FCC’s bilateral relationships with counterpart regulatory agencies across the world, and includes regional specialists with in-depth knowledge of the communications regulatory practices and markets in Africa, the Asia-Pacific, Europe, the Middle East and the Americas.  Additionally, the branch conducts comparative and critical analyses of the economic, engineering and legal aspects of U.S. and foreign communications policies and manages the FCC training efforts through the U.S. Telecommunications Training Institute and the International Visitors Program.

Immediately prior to joining the FCC, Ms. Cooper directed the international regulatory and policy strategy of CoreExpress, a start-up “intelligent data delivery” company that provided business-to-business extranet services across multiple Internet Service Providers (now part of Williams Telecommunications).  From 1994 to 2000, Ms. Cooper was Senior Director for Regulatory Policy at PanAmSat Corporation during its transformation from a single-satellite start-up satellite communications company to what is now the world’s largest privately-owned global satellite system.  Ms. Cooper founded the company’s international regulatory practice and coordinated the company’s policy outreach on six continents for open, pro-competitive regulatory frameworks for Internet, telecommunications, broadcast and direct-to-home television services delivered via satellite.  Ms. Cooper also represented the company during negotiations of the Basic Telecommunications Agreement of the World Trade Organization.   

From 1989 to 1994, as an international trade specialist at the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Office of Telecommunications, Ms. Cooper counseled U.S. satellite companies on international business opportunities, regulatory practices, and telecom market access worldwide.  Additionally, she served as Latin American regional specialist during the inception of the privatization and liberalization wave in the region and throughout deliberations of the North America Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).  She  previously for Motorola’s U.S. Federal Government Affairs office in Wiesbaden, Germany (1983-1986).

Ms. Cooper holds a Master’s Degree in International Economics from the School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins University (SAIS) (1988) and Bachelor’s Degrees in Political Science and German from Kansas State University (1983).
