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About the Global Forum / Shaping the Future       

 

 

 

The ñGlobal Forum / Shaping the Futureò is an annual, independent, international and invitation-only event 

dedicated to business and policy issues that affect the successful evolution of the Information Society. It is a not-for-

profit initiative of Items International and the Sophia Antipolis Foundation.  

 

Since its inception in 1992, the Global Forum brings together international key actors and experts from advanced 

economies - the USA, Canada, Western Europe and Asia - and increasingly from developing countries, including 

countries of the Mediterranean fringe of Europe, countries upgrading their telecommunications infrastructure, such 

as Russia and the Central and Eastern European countries, and Mexico in the sphere of NAFTA. 

 

The ñGlobal Forum / Shaping the Futureò provides a neutral platform for the identification of representative trends, 

the discussion of latest developments in the ICT sector and divergent points of views. The expertise of its speakers 

selected from the ICT industry, regulators and implementing agencies illustrates the complexity of the ICT 

landscape and contributes to a solid contemporary knowledge base.  

 

As a high profile and international think tank bringing together government, business and civil society, the Global 

Forum acts as a catalyst for a wide range of communications applications. It supports the creation of synergies 

between suppliers and users of communications applications and assists in connecting practical applications and 

innovative ideas. The Global Forum provides the ideal opportunity for its participants to jointly develop imaginative 

solutions in partnership during formal and informal face-to-face discussions during the days of the event and 

afterwards by electronic networking. 

 

The ñGlobal Forum / Shaping the Futureò is sponsored by organisations around the world, interested in sharing and 

influencing global IT agendas, and enabling business and government leaders from all sectors of the Information & 

Communication Technology (ICT) communities to meet and work with suppliers and service providers. 

 

Each year, the ñGlobal Forum / Shaping the Futureò succeeds in bringing together the diverse expertise of more than 

300 high-profile delegates, including both industrial leaders and senior policy makers, from more than 40 countries. 

After 16 years of networking, the Global Forum is today much more than just another ICT-conference, but a real 

networking event connecting practical applications and innovative ideas ï and first and foremost people. The warm 

and creative atmosphere of the Forum provides best conditions for people to get and to work together and to 

establish new partnerships, collaborations and other valuable contacts. The fact that many leaders stay beyond their 

speaking slots, listen intently to others speakers, and participate actively in hallway conversations provides evidence 

that this concept is successful. 
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Participation per World Region (%)

52%

25%

15%

8%

Europe

Americas

Asia - Pacific

Middle East &

Africa

 

Global Forum ï Profiles of Attendees       

 

 

Each year, the Global Forum / Shaping the Future is attended by more than 300 high-level participants coming from 

more than 40 countries from all continents. Over the years 60 countries have been represented at the Global Forum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our highly valued speakers and audience come from the following sectors:  

 

Á Senior Officials from the European Commission, EU-25, Europe, United States, South America, Asia-

Pacific , Middle East, Africa other Governments, including Competition Entities and top Regulators 

Á Regional / National / Local Authorities 

Á Representatives from International Organizations, including ENISA, ETSI, ICANN, ICC, INTUG, ITU, 

WTO, WSIS... 

Á Fixed & Mobile Providers and Media Companies (Telecom, Satellite, Broadband, Internet, Wireless, 

MVNOs  é) 

Á Equipment and Software Providers 

Á Content and Information Providers 

Á Computing Companies 

Á Application Editors (e-Business, e-Content, e-Government, e-Health, e-Learning,é) 

Á Utilities 

Á Business Users: SMEôs, MNCs; Banking, Insurance & Finance Analysts 

Á Smartcard Manufacturers 

Á R&D Centers and Clusters 

Á Defence Experts 

Á Lawyers 

Á Regulators 

Á Standards Organizations 

Á Non-profit Associations 

Á User Groups and Consumer Advocates 

Á Think Tank Representatives & other Opinion Leaders 

 

The Global Forum / Shaping the Future attracts sponsorship from both private and public sector organisations 

interested in sharing and influencing global IT agendas.  

 

Participation per Sector (%)

49%

22%

16%

9%
4%

ICT & Media Companies 

International & National

Governments, Agencies, Non for

Profits  

Local & Regional Governments 

Science & Research

Organisations 

Lawfirms & Consultants 
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Global Forum / Shaping the Future   
The Organisers 

      

 

 

 

ITEMS INTERNATIONAL   
(www.items-int.com)  

 

 

Items International  is an international consulting firm based in Paris, dedicated to delivering Information & 

Communication Technology (ICT) strategies. The companyôs activities cover: 

 

Á Strategic consultancy on telecommunications, market segmentation, support to the development of 

European businesses in the US, Japan and other countries, as well as of foreign businesses in Europe. 

Á Research and development in areas such as regulatory policy and economic  aspects, interconnection issues, 

Information & Communication Technology (ICT) market research and international comparative analyses, 

strategic development for industrialists, operators and local/ regional/ national authorities. 

Á Items annually organizes the ñGlobal Forum / Shaping the Futureò think tank in association with the 

Sophia-Antipolis Foundation, the European Commission and a number of international sponsors and 

experts.  

Dr. Sylviane Toporkoff, Founder Partner of Items International, President Global Forum, created and launched the 

ñGlobal Forum / Shaping the Futureò initiative in 1992 and has run the event for over a decade now all over the 

world. Her academic research and numerous contributions to private and public sector projects all over the world, 

including the European Union, has enabled her to build a unique and high-quality network of relationships among 

those who shape the future of our society, throughout Europe, the United States, Japan, South East Asia, Latin 

America and elsewhere. 
 

 

 

 

 

FOUNDATION SOPHIA ANTIPOLIS  

 

 

The French Sophia Antipolis Foundation was created in 1984 by Senator Pierre Laffitte, and received state-approval 

for playing a fundamental role in the development of scientific and cultural activities.  

 

The purpose of the Foundation is to encourage the exchange of ideas and cooperation in scientific, industrial and 

cultural matters at a national, European and international level, in order to create a new entrepreneurial culture, 

thereby turning Sophia Antipolis into an experimental laboratory for the future.  

 

Sophia Antipolis is a Science Park taking pride in being internationally recognized as one of the most dynamic and 

fastest growing technological and scientific hubs in Europe and a ñbest practiceò site for innovation. 
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Global Forum/Shaping the Future  
 Sponsors Over the Years 
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